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divorced from all that makes for the soul
of a people? Naturally In these circum-
stances manly virtues decay, docility and
submission are all the vogue. It is not
the freeman but the thrall whom the
bureaufcrat delights . to honour. Every
flash of independence will be snuffed out;
only a nation of helots, brooding over past
independence in a twilight of effete
materialism, remains. Officials would no
doubt deprecate such a consummation as
the goal of their rule, but except in so far
as that rule is modified and its. aims
amended by outside influences, it must
undoubtedly produce that result. What
avails it to prate of some vaguely remote
self-government when all the time every
act is sapping the virility that alone can
make of self-government a success?
A practice once prevailed amongst cer-
tain Chinese of the baser sort, who were
desirous of obtaining dwarfs for exhibi-
tion purposes, of placing kidnapped
children in large earthen jars and of
keeping then*^|here for years &atil all
growth had fceased. The unfortunates